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ITheater museum established

Schaffner dream is reality here

By Helen Virden
Why Mt Pleasant, lowa’

That's a question often asked
when people visit the Museum of
Repertoire Americana, which
will officially open September 1
during the Midwest Old Setlers
and Threshers Reunion.

lowa was the first choive of
Neil and Caroline Schaffner who
had a sizeable collection of
theatre memorabilia. They had
a dream of it being preserved in
a museum and research center
and lowa was the center of the
repertoire shows at the turn of
the century.

Mt Pleasant had been on the
Schaffner Players annual tour
every year they had been on the
road under that name and Neil
Schaffner had also played the
town many times with cother
companies.

Since they had many friends
and ties in Mt. Pleasant, Neil
Schaffner joined the Mt
Pleasant American Legion when
he returned from the service in
1919,

When Neil and Caroline form-
ed their own company, the
Schaffner Players, it was a large
investment. On Wednesday of
the week they were in Mr.
Pleasant, the large crowds came
out to see their show, but storm
clouds gathered and it seemed
they would have to return the
receipts.

Luck was with them, the storm
cleared and as Neil says in the
book “The Fabulous Toby and

Ly .

When the depression hit and
many of the shows were folding,

Mt. Pleasant crowds kept
coming 1o see their ‘‘favorite
show'".

It was in Mt. Pleasant they
initiated their first Charleston
Contest which was a huge
Success.

M1 Pleasant was aiso
represented when Neil and

Caroline was starred by Ralph
Edwards in the *“This is Your
Life'" television show.

It was also in Mt. Pleasant that
Neil completed what he con-
sidered on€é of his best plays,
“Where Is My Teddy?", in 1928,
It became one of the three plays
which gave the largest number
of performances in tent
repertoire. It was performed
professionally more times than
the famed, “‘Uncle Tom's
Cabin™",

In 1955, the great color
photographer Dimetri, came to
Mt. Pleasant to get pictures for a
spread in the ‘‘Saturday
Evening Post™. He had planned
to do the job in three days, but
stayed three weeks.

It was at this time that Mt.
Fleasant folks entertained the
Schaffner Players for the first
time when Mrs. Rosemary
Atwell Hare invited them to an
after theatre party at her home.
This has become a sort of
tradition while they are in Mt,
Pleasant.

It was not until 1964 that Neil
and Caroline came to a meeting

N l b e . v

councilmen were impressed and
one of the board observed that
*Neil Schaffner was the only one
they knew who could make it

happen.” But funds were not
available.
The first meeting with the

townspeople in Mt. Pleasant was
in 1965 when the Wilfred
Hoaglin's entertained for the
Schaffners following the show,
and Neil presented his idea for
their consideration.

Later a group of the Oid
Threshers, known as the
Chautauqua committee met at
the home of Helen Virden to
discuss the museum and Mr. and
Mrs. Schaffner brought some of
the memorabilia to give the
group an idea of what they had te
preserve.

In 1968, Herb Hult suggested
the forming of a National Society
o preserve this type of theatre,
at the home of Mr. and Mrs.
Schaffner. Those present at the
meeting were Mr. and Mrs.
Herbert Hult, Mrs. Billie Turley,
Joe Mauck and Mrs. Helen
Virden.

The people attending the
reunion of actors in 1968 decided
to organize and 46 charter
members at that meeting gave
their permission for an
organization to be incorporated.
This meeting was held at the
home of Mrs. Alice J. Whaley.

By 1969, the articles of in-
corporation were ratified and
the first officers were elected at
the annual meeting of the society
and the reunion of acrtare at the

Saturdoy. September 1. 1973

The News,. Mt. Plegsont, lowa 9

Caroline and Neil Schafiner
—in the 1920's—

informed those present that the
museum would be given *“first
priority’' by the Midwest Old
Settlers and Threshers, Mrs.
Caroline Schaffner agreed to
donate the Schaffner collection
of memorabilia and artifacts to
the Old Threshers when a
suitable building was erected
and James V. Davis announced
that Larry Hohl, formerly of
Keosauqua had agreed to draw
the plans for the proposed
center

theatre memorabilia was
presented in the partially
finished Old Threshers office
and the ground breaking for the
museum was held at this annual
meeting.

In 1972, a sneak preview in the
partially finished museum
building was a great success and
numerous collections were
added to the memorabilia.

This year, 1973, the museum
will be officially dedicated.
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Secretary:
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OFFICERS

MUSEUM OF REPERTOIRE AMERICANA

James V. Davis, Quincy, Illinois

Owner of the famous "Schaffner Players”
the last remeing folk theatre in U, S,
Will play at New York Fair, Saratoga, N.Y.
Nebraska State Fair, Kentucky State Fair
and a full summex touring prograum,

Caroline Schaffner, previous joint owner of
"Sha ffner Players' and the nation's top
expert in Repertoire Theatre, In addition

to her career in Kepertoire Theatre, she was
a Radio personality and her large donation
of memorabilia of Kepertoire Theatre made the
Museum possible.

Joe Mauck, Professor lowa Wesleyan College,
Mt, Pleasant, Iowa and National Board of
Education for Iowa., Curator of the Museum
and directs the exhibits as well as theatre
in residence directo.

Helen M. Virden, Curator of Midwest 0ld Threshers
Association; Prpject Chairman for Geode Wonderland
Conservation Area; writer, lecturer and historian,
and Chairman of Henry County Bicentennial Commission,.

Herbert Hult, President of Interlochen Parent's
Association; Executive Secretary of Midwest 01d
Settlers and Threshers Association,one of the top
twenty tourist attractions in the U, S.; Brochure
Chairman of the Great Rivers HRegion of the Iowa
Development Commission,
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Mary Kopsieker, Teacher for Talented and Gifted Children, Mt. Pleasant Community Schools,

brought four students to visit the Theatre Museum with Caroline Schaffner, Curator,
(Above - left to right)

Atudents Tom Ogilvie, Lori Graber, Jennifer Dorn, and Judy Thorn listen as Mrs, Schaffner
tells about some of the memorabilia housed in the maseum, Donald Young, Klementary Carriculum
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Coordinator, looks on, o/









opening a ‘“4reasure chest’’ at
the museum of Repertoire Am-
ericana in Mt, Pleasant when
Jessle Shirley’s flat, theatrical
tailor trunk was unlocked re-
cently.

On hand for the preview were
Mrs. Caroline Schaffner, for-
merly of the Schaffner Players
and first vice president of the
National Society for the Pres-
ervation of Tent, Folk and Rep-
ertoire Theatre; Mrs. Helen
Virden, secretary of the
soclety; Anna Lee Scott, imme-
diate past president of the Mt.
Pleasant Community Theatre
group and Alan Elgar, astudent
spending the summer in Mt.
Pleasant and assisting with the
plans for the “Grand Opening”
of the Museum September 1,

during the Midwest Old Set- |

tlers and Thresher Show.

While finding the “treasure’
was due to the Crawford Eagle
family of California, the trunk
and its treasures, more than
100 years old, was the gift of
Jessle Shirley’s daughter, Hel-
en Quinn of Hollywood,

When the trunk was unlocked
the first items in the top tray
were an elegant silk top hat,
four fine derby hats, a lace and
velled woman’s hat and then, as
a discordant note, a disreput-
able women‘s old felt hat,

It seemed an odd plece with
the other fine clothes as the
trunk was unpacked, but when
the group reached the collec-
tion of pictures of Tessie Shir
tav thav framd tha vary voung-

— SRty S e A
“glrl traveling with her father,
2 minister and evangelist, giv-
ing readings throughout lowa
and California.

The Shirley family settled in
Marion, lowe andhere the young
girl appeared in several plays
put on by the “Dramatiec Club*®
of Cedar Rapids. She was such
a success that her family and
friends encouraged her to */go
professional”,

Jessie Shirley married the
leader of the orchestra for the
Greene’s Opera House in Ced-
ar Rapids.

With the decision made to
become  professional, both
Jessle and her husband joined
the Gibler Company and toured
Tilinois and Indiana the first
year,

The *"Jlessie Shirley Come
pany” was formed in 1892 when
Jessie was only 26 years old.
This company traveled Towa,
Ilinois and Missouri. They pre

sented such plays as *“Child of

the Regiment”; “East Lynne*
and ‘The Happy Pair” all
original play printings found
in the trunk,

. Expanding their territory,
Miss Shirley was chosen as the
leading lady for the “Harrison
Select Players' and the tour
included opera houses In Okla-
homa and Texas,

Here, again, her husband was
in charge of the orchestra and
Eugene Ellsworth of ‘frep
show” fame was her leading
m.

In 1894 Tessie Shirley and

The old felt hat found in

R O
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Jessle Shirley’s trunk is the one she is wearing in the photo shove.

Several of Miss Shirley’s costumes and other mementoes of her'career have been made avail-

able for the Theatre Museum at Old Settlers by her daughter, Helen Quinn of Hollywood.

company, Tessie made bher
““Name? with her performance
of “Camille?”. The company
became the “Shaw-~Shirley Com
pany” and the pace was so
great that Harry and.Tessie took
2 year’s vacation in San Fran-
cisco and only took limited
special engagements, one of
which was Morosco's Grand
Opera house where she mat
Lander Stevens, the father of
the famous director George
Stevens of early movie fame,

In 1898 .Jessie and Harry
formed the “Jessie Shirley Com
pany’’,

N em e N

Theatre In Spokane, Wash. part
of the year and then went on
tour for a brief period,

Then in 1904 they did a tour
of Canada and went to New
York for a vacation period and
only did limited special ap-
pearances in that city.

In 1905 they opened in per-
manent stock at the Auditorium
Theatre in Spokane and played
there until 1911, This was a
record breaker for permanent
stock but their popularity never
seemed to change.

Tessie Shirley’s most out-
standing successes  were
“Camille?””, “Triblv?_ «Imder
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Front row seated (I-r): Arthur Finni, Student, Bowling Green
State Univ., Bowling Green, OH; Kevin Byrne, Student,
Northwestern University, IL; Nancy Ki dy, Stu-

Theatre Seminar Attendees

dent, Bowling Green State Univ., Bowling Green, OH; Gene
Biby, Murphysboro, IL; Dr. Ronald Naversen, Professor,
Southern lllinois Univ., Carbondale, IL; Kenneth Bright,
Southern Illinois Univ., Carbondale, IL; Dr. Jack
McCullough, Trenton State College, Trenton, NJ; Claudia

TN; Dr. A.H. Alabdullah, Ass't Profi English Dept., Fac-
ulty of the Arts, Kuwait Univ.; Sally Sharp, Ottumwa, IA; Bill
O , IA; Dr. Sarah Blackstone, Ch., Dept. of

Theatre Arts, California State Univ., Chico, Chico, CA; Ray
Beaman, Winfield. Third row standing: Bill Claus, Former
Canvasman, Schaffner Players, Payson, IL; Dr. Michael
Kramme, Presi Nat'l S y, Presids Division of Fine
Arts, Culver-Stockton College, Canton, MO, Trouper;
Brackey West, Stockbridge, MI; Martha Hayes, Museum
Ci

Streeter, Nat'l Society Tr , ML Pl t; Brian
Hay , Nat'l ly Si Vice F and
Exhibit Technici; Winfi row d.

Coon, Student, Bowling Green State Univ., Bowling Green,
OH; Joe Mauck, Nat'l Society President Emeritus and retired
A i and Prof lowa Wesleyan College, Mt.
Pleasant; Grace Swank Davis, Nat'| Society First Vice Presi-
dent, M R icity and M. g, former

Co-Owner of Schaffner Pllaym, Trouper, Mt. Pleasant; Dr.
Dawn Larsen, Lecturer, Volunteer State College, Gallatin,
TN; Nancy Slaughter, Volunteer State College, Clarksville,

Supervisor, Mt. Pleasant. Fourth row standing:
Dick Ellis, Trouper, Barry, IL; Wilma Hollis, Bob Hollis,
Trouper, Scotsburg, IN; Jim Hekel, Rowley; Gene Gaunt,
Ann Arbor, MI; Dr. Landis Mag Pr St. Ansell
College, Manchester, NH; Robert West, Stockridge, MI; Dr.
Richard Poole, Professor of Theatre, Briar Cliff College,
Sioux City; Dr. George Glenn, Cedar Falls; John Ball, South-
ern lllinois Univ., Carbondale, IL. In but not pres-
ent for picture: Dr. William Slout, San Bernardino, CA; and
Harry Rice, Berea College, Berea, KY.

Theatre
Troupers
Attending

Seated (J-r): Dick Ellis, Barry, IL; Grace
Swank Davis, Mt. Pleasant; Dr. Dawn
Larsen, Gallatin, TN; Nancy Slaughter,
Clarksville, TN; Brackey West,
Stockridge, MI. Standing (I-r): Bob
Hollis, Scotsburg, IN; Bill Claus,
Payson, IL; Dr. Michael Kramme, Can-
ton, MO; Gene Gaunt, Ann Arbor, MI;
Robert West, Stockbridge, MI; and
Brian Haymond, Winfield.
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Theatre
Seminar
Presenters

First row - seated (I-r):
Kenneth Byrne,
Evanston, IL; Dr. A.H.
Alabdullah, Kuwait;
Gene Biby,
Murphysboro, IL;
Michael D. Coon,
Bowling Green, OH;
Dr. Ronald Naversen,
Carbondale, IL; (sec-
ond row seated) Dr.
Sarah Blackstone,
Chico, CA; Grace
Davis, Mt. Pleasant;
Dr. Dawn Larsen, . i ;
Uf TN; Nancy K dy, Bowling Green, OH; Nancy Magnuson, Manchester, NH; Dr. Richard Poole, Sioux City;
Slaughter, Clarksville, TN, (third row standing) Bill Claus, and Arthur Finni, Bowling Green, OH.
Payson, IL; Dr. Michael Kramme, Canton, MO; Dr. Landis

Old Threshers Summer Theatre Expanded

Midwest Old Threshers will expand
the number of performances of Old J
Threshers Summer Theatre this scason.
Two plays will again be presented,
however, through the support of an Iowa
Community Cultural Grant awarded by
the Iowa Department of Cultural Affairs,
additional performances will be given
during the Red Power Round Up and the
Old Threshers Reunion.

The first play will be "In Connie's
Cabana" directed by Rodger Allison of
“Wever. The play will be presented during
the Red Power Round Up on June 7-9,
and again July 6-8.

The second show will be "Where's
My Teddy?" with Xenia Hemsworth of
Mt. Pleasant as director. Production
dates are July 27-29 and Aug. 30-Sept. 2.
The plays are presented in the perfor- §
mance level of the air conditioned
Theatre Museum.

Actors auditioned as early as April 14
and 16. Rehearsals have been under way
at the Theatre Museum since that time.

IOWA DEPARTMENT OF
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(L-R) Jantina K. Clegg, Leona . Selee and Jerry E. Dyksterhuis.

Box office closes at curtain time

Jesse Cox's Family
Visits Theatre Museum

By Grace Swank Davis

Jantina Clegg, Homewood, IL, Leona
Selee, Bennington, NE and Jerry
Dyksterhuis, Omaha, NE, the
grandnieces and grandnephew of the
well-known scenic designer Jesse Cox,
are pictured in front of the display of his
workbench at the Theatre Museum. The
two sisters and their brother had heard
that the museum had a number of items
from their granduncle’s scenic studio but
were overwhelmed by the volume of the
museum's collection. As the picture illus-
trates, the family was delighted by the
exhibit and by the numerous files the
museum has of Mr. Cox's work. The
museum staff enjoyed their visit as much
as they did and they promised to return
and bring their 92 year old mother to see
the collection.

OoLD THRESHERS

:SUMMER’Z
THEATRE

“TOBY GOES TO WASHINGTON"
AUGUST
28~29+30+*31

Thursday, Friday, Saturday & Sunday - 6:30 pm *

, THE THEATRE MUSEUM *

MIDWEST OLD THRESHERS
405 E. THRESHERS ROAD ® MT. PLEASANT, IOWA *
TICKET LOCATIO!
Midwest Old Threshers (319) 385-8937 & Jerry's Restaurant (319) 385-4412
Tickets $7.00

Kids 11 & Under $3.50
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JOSEPH LOUIS MAUCK

Joe was born February 9, 1926, in
Tindall, MO, the son of Otis and Tressie
Mauck. He served in the Naval Air Corps
for three years, participating in subma-
rine and weather patrols over the Gulf of
Mexico and the Panama Canal

Following his years of service, Joe
graduated from Culver Stockton College
in Canton, MO, where he served as presi-
dent of the Lambda Chi Alpha fraternity.
He met Jane Caldwell while both were
students at Culver Stockton. They were
married on June 7, 1952.

Joe went on to cam advanced degrees
at Drake University and the University of
Towa. In the late 1950s, he hosted a tele-
vision show on lowa Educational
Television called, "Let's Read a Book."
He was an clementary school principal in
lowa City, Cedar Rapids, and West
Liberty, and then taught in the Education
Department at lowa Wesleyan College in
Mt. Pleasant, where he retired in 1995 as
Vice President for Institutional
Advancement.

During his tenure at Towa Wesleyan,
Joe was selected as outstanding professor
and for two years was Sponsor of the
Year for the Student lowa State
Education Association. He served as

February 9, 1926--June 10, 2003

president and officer of several state and
national education organizations. Joe
also was a past president of the Kiwanis

|

Club. In the 1980s he served s a consul-
tant for the U.S. Agency for International
Development in Africa and for the World
Bank in Bogota, Colombia.

Joe had an abiding interest in theatre.
In 1968 he helped found the National
Society for the Preservation of Tent,
Folk, and Repertoire Theatre in Mt.
Pleasant and served for a time as its pres-
ident. This led to the establishment of the
Museum of Repertoire Americana, where
Joe served as volunteer curator for more
than 25 years. Joe also was known for his
"Hat Talks." He enjoyed using his collec-
tion of more than 300 hats to accompany
his inspirational talks to many organiza-
tions.

Survivors include his wife of 51
years, Jane; son Randy and his wife Lisa
of Detroit, MI; son Kent and his wife
Sheila of Des Moines; and five grand-
children.

For 25 years, Joe served as volunteer
curator of the Theatre Museum. He
also served several years as president
of the National Society and assisted
with museum tours.

By Billie Turley

Joe Mauck's memorial services were
held on July 21 at the Midwest Old
Threshers Theatre Museum. It was a
time for remembrance and celebration
of the life of a man and special friend
who had touched so many lives and
entitics in Mt. Pleasant, IA during the
forty years that he and his wife, Jane,
made their home in this community.

Eulogies were given by individuals
who had a close association with Joe.
They recalled their individual memories
of this man who shared so many of his
talents and joys with them. Opening
remarks were by Stan Wiederspan,
Cedar Rapids, a friend and former head
of the lowa Wesleyan College Art
Department, Other tributes were offered
by Lennis Moore, Mt. Pleasant, friend
since 1978 and CEO of Midwest Old
Threshers; Carol Nemitz, Mt. Pleasant,
friend and Special Assistant to the
President of lowa Wesleyan College;
Kay Young, Mt. Pleasant, friend and
Community Theatre cohort; and son,
Randy Mauck, Detroit, speaking on
behalf of the family.

A Final Tribute to Joe

Joe Mauck will be remembered for his
inspirational talks. Here he wears one
of his 300 hais during the National

tre Society's 25th anniversary
e ing in 1983.

As Joe would have wanted, hearty
laughter and sometimes applause fol-
lowed the comments of these friends. Joc
and Jane were remembered as being one
of Mt. Pleasant's most gracious hosts as
they frequently entertained groups and
individuals in their beautiful victorian

Mauck

home and landscaped backyard on East
Washington Street.

Following the service, relatives and
friends were invited to the Iris
Restaurant on West Washington Street
for fellowship and visiting with family
members. Joe left specific instructions
as to how he wanted plans for activities
after his death to be followed and we
quote: "Just get the service over with,
get me cremated, and spread my ashes
around someplace at Towa Wesleyan
College or out at Midwest Old
Threshers. I am not sure what is legal,
but spread them somewhere where
people gather for happy times. If that
isnt possible, float them down the
Mississippi River. After the service,
invite everyone for a party. Make it a
happy party--booze, food and music."
These and other of Joe's wishes were
printed in his funeral folder and all
were followed by his family. Every one
present had a "good time" as Joe would
have wanted. He had said, "I'll be there"
and certainly his presence was felt.
Even in death, he still knew how to host
a great party}
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